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before us stands the senile age of mankind, in which, after all hope has died away, our race " finally abandons all claim to positive happiness, and only yearns for absolute painlessness; for the Nothing, Nirvana." Thus far have our most recent philosophers advanced.    On the tree of knowledge they now show us, with strange aptitude, the seductively beautiful and variegated tints of autumn, tokens of still despair and utter hopelessness, which with silent eloquence once more proclaim, "Vanity of vanities: all is vanity."    Are not such views, I boldly ask, the most striking proof that it is only that which Divine Revelation gives and promises to man which makes his life worth living?. Here, again, we clearly see that the faith of the Christian is, in the last resort, the only star-banner of hope amidst the gloom of our existence ; ay, the only protection of our moral dignity.    Boldly, my Christian friends, let us attack our opponents on this weak point, which is fitted more than any other to discredit unchristian philosophy in the eyes of all who feel their deeper needs.   Let us show the world that it is not Christianity, but the anti-Christian philosophy which finally degrades the dignity of man; that this idea in its fullness flourishes only on the soil of Divine Eevelation, that it is .only possible as a deduction from the Christian conception of God, and only to be realized by the Christian plan